
 
 SUPPORT THE GULF COAST COLLEGE REVITALIZATION ACT

 

Over 100,000 students and approximately 30,000 faculty 

 

 
T
d
T
g
 

 

 

 
 

and staff at 30 colleges have been impacted by Hurricane 
Katrina alone.  Many more have been impacted by 
Hurricane Rita.  As a result, hundreds of thousands of Gulf 
Coast residents are jobless, homeless and displaced.  It will 
take decades to restore the economic strength to the Gulf 
Coast Region.   

The Gulf Coast College Revitalization Act would help revive 
the Gulf Coast economy through a 5 year stimulus package 
to attract and retain students, faculty and staff.  

he Act would help impacted students, and students who attend colleges damaged by the 
isasters, to pay for college by forgiving their student loans.    
his $1.6 billion loan forgiveness program would aid both new students and students approaching 
raduation, with awards up to $10,000 upon the completion of their degree.  

    
• Students attending affected 4-year institutions would be eligible for $2,500 of loan forgiveness for 

each full time equivalent year in attendance, up to $10,000; and, students attending affected 
community colleges would be eligible for $2,500 of loan forgiveness for each full-time equivalent 
year in attendance, up to $5,000.   
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“If enacted and funded, the Gulf Coast College Revitalization Act will help our colleges play their 
integral and essential role in our community’s economic and social recovery.  We believe that it is 
imperative that our college receives assistance to recruit and retain students and teachers, and this bill
would achieve that end.”   ALEX JOHNSON, PRESIDENT OF DELGADO COMMUNITY COLLEGE, NEW ORLEANS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

"This is a tremendous 
start and a major 
investment of funds as 
we start rebuilding.  It 
gives us confidence that 
we will be able to meet 
our goal of reopening in 
January."  -- DR. 
NORMAN FRANCIS, XAVIER 
UNIVERSITY, NEW ORLEANS 
     
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DILLARD UNIVERSITY, 
XAVIER UNIVERSITY OF 

LOUISIANA AND 
SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY 
AT NEW ORLEANS—ALL 
HISTORICALLY BLACK 

COLLEGES AND 
UNIVERSITIES—

SUFFERED AT LEAST $1 
BILLION IN FLOOD AND 

FIRE DESTRUCTION. 
Prepared
The Act would provide $3 billion in one-time grants to impacted       
colleges—including several historically black colleges and universities 
that were devastated by the disasters—for the purpose of recruitment 
and retention of students, faculty, and staff.   
Grants must be used to attract and retain students through need based 
student aid and for the retention of faculty administrators and staff employed 
by a Gulf coast College at the time of impact.   

These grants would allow colleges to: 

○ Employ students and staff in rebuilding efforts; 
○ Provide room and board assistance to students living on campus; 
○ Provide temporary housing for displaced faculty and staff; 
○ Continue salaries and health benefits for faculty and staff for up to 
one year; 
○ Provide tuition assistance for faculty and staff, and their                  
dependents; and, 
○ Promote the college at job and college fairs and through the media.

 
Institutions receiving these grants could also develop innovative recruitment 
and retention programs to address the specific needs of their communities, 
students and staff.   
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